DAVID’S DATELINE
APRIL 2014 Newsletter

Upcoming Events
April 1 – SALT Applications Begin
April 2 – Lenten Specials
April 9 – Keenagers
April 12 – Easter Egg Hunt & Breakfast
April 13 – Palm Sunday/SIGNS Pancake Breakfast
April 17 – Maundy Thursday
April 18 – Good Friday

Sunday Worship, 8:30 a.m. & 9:50 a.m.
Church School, 9:50 a.m.

April 20 – Easter Sunday
9:00 & 11:00

Church Office
Hours: Monday – Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Phone: 937-434-2131, Fax: 937-434-1913
www.davidsucc.org

April 26 – SONKA Spring Meeting at First UCC

Ministers of David's Church - All David's People
Senior Pastor Brian Q. Newcomb

April 26-27 – Dining Out Fundraiser at Bob Evans
April 27 – Youth Sunday/Graduation Recognition

From the UCC Facebook page:
How Vital is Your Congregation?
If you attend a UCC church, we want to hear from you! Please click on the link below and help us collect research on
pastoral leadership and church vitality in the denomination.
Take a few moments to think about your church and contribute to this denominational research project. Thank you!
https://unco.co1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_8AOaCLPm5m5VgsB

From the Pastor’s Desk…
By now you have likely heard that I will be making a trip to Kenya, Africa with a group from the Southwest Ohio
Northern Kentucky Association of UCC churches. Here’s how that happened.
Back in the Spring of 2012, you may remember, we had a mission guest from Rubate, Kenya, Joel Ngatiari, the
President of the Presbyterian Teachers’ College. David’s UCC and the congregations of SONKA had a special
relationship with the people of Rubate over the years, sharing together in the work of mission. Under the leadership of the
late Rev. Bill Youngkin (longtime pastor here at David’s) and others in SONKA, there has been significant financial
support for the building and equipment needed for the fully operational medical clinic and hospital, now serving the needs
of the College and nearby communities.
The Rubate Partnership has remained a joyful relationship for the people of SONKA and many of David’s UCC, with
regular visits to Africa from the people of SONKA and return visits from Kenyans. Pastors Bill and Becky Erb Strang
made several trips, and most recently Becky Leighty and Eli Pence traveled on a mission trip in 2009 to maintain the spirit
of goodwill between our two faith communities.
You may remember that when Mr. Ngatiari spoke here at David’s Church on that Sunday morning, he asked for
financial help to create a new water system to allow the hospital and college to better serve the needs of their rural
community. During a season of drought, the bore hole well funded by SONKA previously had gone dry, and often
patients at the clinic had to be turned away un-helped as there was not enough clean, fresh water to treat them. Joel spoke
very directly of this need asking our church and our partners in SONKA to help raise the $60,000 necessary to build a new
water delivery system. The people of David’s responded very generously, donating over $13,000 to the cause, and by the
Spring Meeting of SONKA last year, the full amount had been raised. Thanks be to God! And, thank you to all who
donated.
We’ve since learned that the project to put in place this water delivery project has been completed. When our group
travels to visit Rubate, we will participate in a blessing of the new system. I’m very grateful to Sue Walters and the
Church Council that voted unanimously, last year, for David’s Church to support me financially so that I can attend these
events with the group from SONKA. For that kind and generous support I thank the people of David’s Church. It feels
like this is an important mission relationship to maintain for the years and generations to come, and now that we’ve lost
Rev. Bill Youngkin it feels like an important time for someone from David’s Church to visit Kenya.
So, I’ve been trying to learn about what I can expect from travel to northern Africa, Kenya is an equatorial country, I
got the necessary shots to equip my immune system to deal with exposure to illnesses that we don’t worry much about
here in the First World of SW Ohio. As you can imagine, this has created a sense of anticipation and hopefulness, as well
as the usual level of anxiety that travelers experience when encountering a new place, new people and culture for the first
time. I’ll admit, it’s a touch outside my comfort zone, but that makes me even more eager to go… I’ve rarely learned
anything new while hiding safely in my comfort zone.
I have been to Africa once before. In May of 1976, I traveled with a group from college on a tour of the Holy Lands,
so we had a couple days each in Rome, Athens (Corinth) and Cairo, Egypt, before traveling to Israel for a ten day
exploration of the land of Jesus, the Palestinians and the Hebrews. My memories of that brief visit to Cairo include a trip
to the National Museum to see the relics retrieved from the burial crypt of King Tut, and exposure to some of the greatest
poverty I’ve ever experienced on the streets of that ancient city and in the country surrounding it.
So, dear friends, I look forward to making this journey, honoring the historic relationships between David’s Church
and SONKA and the good people of Rubate. And, again, I’m thankful for the Church Council and David’s Church people
who are making this trip possible for me. I anticipate learning more about our collaborative work there in the hospital, and
imagine again experiencing the world through the eyes of people who have learned to live meaningfully while coping
with crushing need. I pray for open eyes to see the world clearly, and an open mind and heart so that God’s work and
blessings are not obscured in the lives of these wonderful people, that I can see clearly the difference made possible by
access to fresh water, and the healing presence of the clinic and college.
Over half of the 10 who will travel to Kenya, are young adults, several in their 20s, but 4 that are high school age.
Many of them are struggling with fund-raising to come up with the $3 thousand to $3500 that the trip will cost. My
expenses are covered, as I’ve said, thanks to David’s Church, but if you would like to contribute to help ease the way for
these young people from SONKA to make this trip of a life time, perhaps in memory of Bill Youngkin, you can do so by
sending a check to David’s marked for SONKA/Rubate trip. While we are there, we will be giving an additional gift to the
people that house and care for us at the Teacher’s College compound and Hospital, so any moneys collected above and
beyond our travel needs will be part of that gift.
Finally, I would invite your prayers, for safety as we travel at from June 24 – July 9, and also for the people of
Rubate, Kenya, that God may continue to bless the work that we share in together.
Your pastor & friend, Brian Q. Newcomb

News from the Associate Pastor Search Committee
The Committee reviewed a number of profiles and conducted two interviews recently.
At the second interview we all concluded that Michelle Wilkey and David’s Church had been brought together by
God.
Council issued a call to her at the March meeting and she happily accepted.
Michelle will graduate from United Theological Seminary in May and then serve in a Hospital in Cincinnati in the
summer for a CPE program that is not required but one that she and we believe will make her more prepared and well
rounded especially when it comes to hospital calls.
Michelle is young, bright, energetic, excited about engaging with our youth program and the Church as a whole. As a
result of the CPE program she will not start at David’s until September 1. She is going to visit for the 9:50 service on May
11 and stay for fellowship after. Please come meet our new Associate Pastor on May 11.
In the interim since we have much going on this summer the Rev. Bev Jenkins has agreed to serve 20 hours per week
plus Sundays from May 12 until August 20. We are very grateful that she is available and willing. Please give her a
David’s Welcome in May.
Your Search Committee,
Andy Storar, Chair, Rev. Dr. Brian Newcomb, Amy Hamm, Diane Herbst, Katie Wood, Betsy Keyes, Sue Walters

SIGNS Pancake Breakfast – April 13
SIGNS Youth Group will be hosting a pancake breakfast in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, April 13th. With the help of
the amazing Jim Williams, pancake maker extraordinaire, we'll be serving pancakes, sausage, applesauce, coffee and juice
at two seatings - one at 9:15 and another at 11:15.
We will be accepting free-will offerings in return for this delicious food. All proceeds will help offset costs for
SIGNS' annual summer trip. This year, 10 teens and five leaders will venture to Kentucky for a Mystery Trip, which will
include adventure, community outreach, fellowship and fun.
Please plan on joining us for this tasty pancake fundraiser. Call Jill Chabut at 297-0324 if you have any questions.

Holy Week Services
Palm Sunday Services
April 13 – 8:30 & 9:50 a.m.
Maundy Thursday with Communion & Service of Healing
April 17 – 7:30 p.m.
Good Friday
April 18 – 7:30 p.m.
In Calvary’s Shadow: A Tenebrae Service
by Victor C. Johnson
Easter Sunday
April 20 – 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Children’s Moment, Sermon, Chancel Choir & Holy Communion at both services

Easter Flower Orders
Orders are now being taken for flowers for Easter Sunday (April 20) to decorate the chancel
floor. This year we will have an assortment of daffodils, tulips, Easter lilies, and hyacinths.
Your message will be printed in the Easter Sunday bulletin.
Please complete this form and return it to the church office or place it in the offering plate, with
payment, by Sunday, April 13. The cost is $12.00 per plant. Flowers may be picked up on Easter after the 11:00
service, or left to be planted at the church properties.
EASTER FLOWERS
Given by (please print)
In Memory/Honor of

Please order

at $12.00 each. Amount enclosed $

I/We will take the flower home.
Please plant the flower at the church properties.
Last day to order is Sunday, April 13.

Adult Education
Join us in the Adult Education Room for Second Hour.
- April 6, 2014 Bread For The World Offering Of Letters. Betsy Keyes will provide paper, envelopes, addresses,
and sample letters for you to write your letters to political leaders. You may write your letters at church or take
the information home to write. Please return any letters written at home on April 13 to be counted and blessed
during the worship service.
This is the last adult education class until September. Thank you for your participation.

Offering of Letters to Fight Hunger
Join us to put faith into action. On Sunday, April 6, 2014, Adult Ed. and Mission Board are
conducting a Bread for the World Offering of Letters in Fellowship Hall during Second Hour. We
will ask our president and members of Congress to create pathways out of hunger and poverty.
This year’s campaign, “A Place at the Table” aims to realize a world in which all of God’s children are fed. You may get
the letter-writing information on Sunday, April 6 during Second Hour if you want to write at home and bring your letters
to church on April 13. We have enough food to feed everyone, now we need to political will to make it happen.
Betsy Keyes

Attention Keenagers
Spring is here, so let's celebrate - not a problem for us! Keenagers will next meet on Wednesday, April 9 at 11:30. Our
menu has not been completely decided but a pineapple casserole, ham, rolls is sounding pretty good to me. Our guest
speaker comes from the Centerville Washington Township Library. He will discuss the book, Unbroken, about the
inspirational life of Louis Zamperini, a WWII POW who survived the horrors of a Japanese war camp. He is still alive at
97 and a movie is in the works. This is a fantastic story that I know you will love. Please plan to join us. We've missed
you and hope that you have missed us.

Make an Investment in Our Confirmation Youth
With the Confirmation Pilgrimage to Memphis & St. Louis approaching, you have an exciting opportunity to "invest"
in the trip. For $10 a share, you can become a stockholder in our Confirmation Pilgrimage. No one says you can’t buy
multiple shares; our kids are a good investment. All stockholders will receive a postcard from pilgrimage participants
while in Memphis & St. Louis. You will receive the satisfaction of knowing your investment will reap spiritual returns
for a lifetime. Please contact any confirmand to begin your investment portfolio!

Graduation Recognition
David’s has designated Sunday, April 27 as the day to honor those in our congregation, young and
old, high school, college, or specialized program who are about to graduate or who have graduated
since our last recognition. Please call the church office or email Chris at chriswood@davidsucc.org to
give us this vital information so that you or someone you know will be included.

Ronald McDonald House
This year the Christian Education Board has chosen the Ronald McDonald House Charities (RMHC) as the
organization that will be supported by the Children's offering. RMHC of the Miami Valley Region provides a temporary
home-away-from-home for families of critically ill, hospitalized children and supports efforts that improve children's
health within our region. In addition to this end of year donation we are excited to invite everyone at David's to consider
how a small gesture can have great meaning. The Ronald McDonald House Charities raise approximately $14,000 a year
from recycling pull tabs from pop cans! In the Narthex the CE Board has set up a large donation bottle to collect tabs.
Along side the collection bottle you will also find RMH literature and take home collection boxes. Please feel free to take
a collection box for your home or office.

Breakfast with the Bunny!
We will have our "Breakfast with the Bunny" and Easter Egg hunt on Saturday April 12th. This
event will include and assortment of donuts, fresh fruit, juice and coffee (for the parents). There will be
games and of course the main event the Easter Egg hunt. Eggs will be filled with an assortment of
special treats. All children must be accompanied by an adult. The breakfast will begin at 9:00AM. The
Easter Egg hunt will follow breakfast and conclude with games in fellowship hall. The event should
wrap up around 11:00AM.

Pike Lake Cabin Openings – Wanna Join In the Fun This Year?
May 16, 17 & 18 is the weekend at Pike Lake State Park. Only 3 Standard Cabins are available and waiting to be
filled with “campers”!
3 Standard Cabins sleep 4 & include – one double bed; 1 set of bunk beds; love seat & chair; kitchen w/frig., stove,
microwave, dishes, silverware, pots & pans; bathroom w/shower , picnic table & charcoal grill ($136.50 for the weekend).
You bring the bedding, towels & food!
“Campers” arrive on Friday at their leisure with no planned activities. Saturday is filled with activities yet to be
determined for the morning, wiffleball, cornhole and volleyball, a potluck dinner followed by dancing with s’mores for a
night cap! A brief outdoor worship service wraps up the weekend on Sunday morning.
If this sounds like fun (and it is!) to you, see or call Kevin or Debbie McCoy (299-9218) with any questions or to make
your reservation.

High School Parents Meeting for Our Whole Lives
Our Whole Lives is a sexuality education program created by the United Church of Christ and the Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship. Designed by educators and faith leaders, OWL equips participants with accurate, age-appropriate
information in six subject areas: human development, relationships, personal skills, sexual behavior, sexual health, and
society and culture. It provides not only facts about anatomy and human development, but helps participants to clarify
their values, build self-esteem and interpersonal skills to understand the social, emotional and spiritual aspects of
sexuality. It is designed to help participants make informed and responsible decisions about their relationships, health and
behavior in the context of their faith. This Spring, David’s UCC is working with our friends at Harmony Creek UCC to

provide OWL for our Senior High youth. Interested parents must attend an introductory meeting, which will be held at
Harmony Creek (5280 Bigger Rd.) at noon on Sunday, March 30. To learn more you can speak to Pastor Brian, Shawn
Monk or visit this link: http://www.ucc.org/justice/sexuality-education/our-whole-lives.html.

Rummage Sale Coming Soon!
Have you started spring cleaning yet? Ready to donate good, clean, working items
you just don’t need anymore to the Rummage Sale?
We know July 6 seems like a long time to wait to donate items you’ve decided
you’re ready to part with but every space is being used at David’s on a daily/weekly
basis so we kindly ask that you start a “Rummage Sale Corner” somewhere in your
home until July 6. On the 6th and 13th of July, you can bring items between 8:30 and
11:30 a.m. During the week, items will be received in Fellowship Hall during church
office hours – 9 to 5. Evening drop off times will be announced or call Debbie
McCoy (299-9218). If you’re going to be gone during the time donations are being
received, please arrange for a friend or relative to bring your items to the church or
arrange for them to call Debbie McCoy and arrange pick up. We will continue to receive donations till NOON on
Wednesday, July 16 with the Annual Sale to be held Friday, July 18 and Saturday, July 19. Proceeds from this sale will go
to Women’s Activity Guild (WAG) who disperses funds for Mission Projects, Building Improvements, and more.
Soooo, if you’ve started spring cleaning, please start your “Rummage Sale Corner” at home in anticipation of JULY
6th! As always, it takes many hands to have a successful Rummage Sale so please consider volunteering!

Volunteer Opportunities
Fellowship & Hospitality Board
Please fill out this form if you are willing to help with the refreshments for fellowship time after second service. You
can choose the Sunday that would be most convenient for you. Please put the form in the offering plate or turn it into the
church office.
NAME_________________________________
PHONE________________________________
EMAIL________________________________
_______ I will prepare coffee and lemonade and ice water. All the supplies are provided and in the church kitchen.
_______I will provide cookies, muffins, dessert breads or donuts.
These may be home made or purchased. The items will be kept in the freezer for use during the fellowship time after
second service. Please date and label your items Fellowship & Hospitality.
Questions???? Contact Roselyn Faulkner at 433-8832 or email me at drfaulkner@aol.com.

SALT
David's is seeking college age interns for the 2014 summer. The internship program is called Summer Adult
Leadership Training (SALT). SALT interns work throughout the months of June and July at David's. The internship
focuses service and growth. The focus is on a) spiritual growth, b) leadership development, and c) education about the
various functions and workings of David’s as well as the overall ministry of the United Church of Christ. The program
starts June 1, 2014 and ends August 3, 2014. These nine (9) weeks will culminate in the facilitation of Vacation Bible
School and will include the facilitation and/or co-facilitation of one Sunday Service. The program is designed as an
internship opportunity for college age students interested in the leadership of the church, exploring their own core beliefs
and spiritual boundaries as well as developing their leadership skills for service to others. The positions are half to 3/4
time and include monetary compensation. Applicants must be either members of David's or be a relative of a member. For
information about the program contact Debra Monk at debra@monkshack.com. Applications will be made available at the
church office by April 1, 2014.

BYOG, BYOB, and BYOS!
Attention all Gamers! From 7-10 p.m., on April 11, for Game Night hosted by the Bayman’s at the second floor
community room at Trinity. Bring your own favorite games, bring your own beverage, and bring your own snack to
share, and be prepared to have fun playing board games or card games like euchre, double pinochle, or canasta.

Restaurant Weekend Fundraiser Coming!
The Deacon Board is sponsoring a fundraiser at Bob Evans Restaurant (7115 Far Hills, Centerville location) on April
26 and 27 from 7:00 am to 9:00 pm for dine in or carry out. The church will receive 15% of sales when you take a flyer
(see below) to the store on those 2 days. The Deacon Board is also working with another restaurant. Details will follow.



David's United
Church of Christ
April 26 and 27, 2014
7 am - 9 pm
Valid on Dine In or Carry Out
Bob Evans will donate 15% of sales
when you present this flyer* to

7115 Far Hills in Centerville
(SR 48 & I-675)
www.BobEvans.com/BEkind
*Flyer must be presented at time of check out.
#173

Our guest preacher this year is the dynamic Rev. Dr. Deborah Krause, Academic Dean of Eden Theological Seminary
who will help us discern how the still speaking God is calling us to co-create in this time and this place.
We will also be commissioning and sending forth our Rubate team as they head for Kenya at the end of June.

Of course the day will include a sumptuous lunch provided by First UCC, as well as display tables and
bookstore for your browsing and shopping enjoyment. See you there!

April Birthdays
1

John Keyes
Jim Johnson
Andy Jones
Ellie Jones
3 Beth Dapp
Ron Slanker
4 Sue Walters
6 David Blum
7 Sue Krichbaum
Donna Runzo
Cindy Melke
8 Doug Stachler
9 Judi McCoy
Kelly Mebust
11 Shannon Yee
14 Doris Lathrop
15 Karen Hendricks
Kaja Burke-Williams

16 T.R. Routsong
Cara Boothe
17 Vi Zimmerman
Carol Amon
18 JoAnn Bambauer
Keta Burke Williams
19 Bonnie Langdon
20 Eric Murphy
22 Barbara Ashbrook
23 Tim Andrews
Lee Richardson
Laurie Weed
24 Joyce Comer
25 Janette Richardson
Chris Schairbaum
26 Ethan Schoenlein
27 Dave Duell
David DeLon
29 Melanie Behm
30 Liam Moore

Deaths
Our sympathy to Tim Williams in the loss of
his father, Ted Williams, Jr., on February 27,
2014.

Save the Date
SUMMER PICNICS
June 25, 2014
August 6, 2014
Details in the May Dateline
Fellowship & Hospitality Board

Summer Church Camp!!
Calling all kids - summer church camp
pamphlets are available at the Sunday School
check-in table. There are many different camp
themes and weeks to suit your summer schedule.
50% of camp costs for church members will be
generously covered through Christian Education
funds. Early bird registration deadline is March
31! For more information call or email Amy
Askins at (513) 405-1001 or
amyaskins@hotmail.com.

Thanks to David's Family for a very nice Lenten
Communion here in my little nest. I so appreciate being
kept in your thoughts and prayers and all the little things
you do for me. With all of my family out of town it is so
refreshing to know I have a church family less than a
mile from me. Have a Beautiful Easter Season.
Dottie Bitzer
queenbee.bitzer@aol.com

New Member Orientation

Altar Flowers

If you would like to come into membership
with this congregation at this time, we invite you
to an orientation with Pastor Brian in the church
conference room following worship on Sunday,
March 30. We will be taking in new members on
Palm Sunday, April 13.

Altar flowers ($20 per vase) are available for the
upcoming year. You may order flower arrangements for
the altar to honor or remember a special someone in your
life or to celebrate a special occasion.
Your message will be printed in the Sunday bulletin.
Call the church office, 434-2131, to order.

Thanks

THURSDAY
3
11:00 AM-1:00 PM
Knitting
5:00 PM Worship
Staff Meeting
6:00 PM Adult Bells
7:30 PM Chancel
Choir
10
11:00 AM-1:00 PM
Knitting
5:00 PM Worship
Staff Meeting
6:00 PM Adult Bells
7:30 PM Chancel
Choir

FRIDAY
4

SATURDAY
5

11
7:00-10:00 PM
Game Night at
nd
Trinity – 2 Floor
Community Room

12
9:00-11:30 AM
Easter Egg Hunt

16
6:00 PM Yoga

17
11:00 AM-1:00 PM
Knitting
7:30 PM MAUNDY
THURSDAY with
Communion &
Service of Healing

18
7:30 PM GOOD
FRIDAY Tenebrae
Service

19
8:00 AM Men’s
Breakfast @ Bob
Evans

24
11:00 AM-1:00 PM
Knitting
5:00 PM Worship
Staff Meeting
6:00 PM Adult Bells
7:30 PM Chancel
Choir

25

26
9:00 AM-3:00 PM
SONKA Spring Mtg.
@ First UCC,
Springfield

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY
1
10:00 AM Quilting
7:00 PM Yoga
7:00 & 7:30 PM
Board Meetings

WEDNESDAY
2
5:45 PM Lenten
Specials

6
8:30 & 9:50 AM
Worship
Gateway
11:15 AM Second Hour
7:00 PM Book
Study/SIGNS

7
9:30 AM Warm
Wishes
10:30 AM Staff Mtg.
6:00 PM Yoga
6:30 PM CE Mtg.

8
10:00 AM Quilting
7:00 PM Yoga

9
11:30 AM Keenagers
6:00 PM Yoga
6:30 PM Deacons Mtg.

13
8:30 & 9:50 AM
Worship

14
9:30 AM Warm
Wishes
10:30 AM Staff Mtg.
6:00 PM Yoga
6:00 PM Adult Ed

15
10:00 AM Quilting
10:30 AM SONKA
COP Meeting
7:00 PM Yoga
7:00 PM Council
Meeting

PALM SUNDAY

11:15 AM Second Hour
7:00 PM Study
Group/SIGNS

DATELINE DEADLINE

20
EASTER SUNDAY
9:00 & 11:00 AM
Worship with
Communion
Food & Clothing
Outreach

21
9:30 AM Warm
Wishes
10:30 AM Staff Mtg.
6:00 PM Yoga

22
10:00 AM Quilting
7:00 PM Yoga
5:30 PM WHO Group

23
6:00 PM Yoga

27
8:30 & 9:50 AM
Worship
YOUTH SUNDAY
11:15 AM Second Hour
7:00 PM Study
Group/SIGNS

28
9:30 AM Warm Wishes
10:30 AM Staff Mtg.
6:00 PM Yoga

29
10:00 AM Quilting
7:00 PM Yoga

30
6:00 PM Yoga
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